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09.00 - 10:30 REGISTRATION
10:00 - 10:50 MORNING TEA
10:50 - 11:00 CONFERENCE OPENING
Address from Dr David Mason, Chair, ANZCCART Board
WHAT'S NEW
Session Chair: Dr Malcolm France, ANZCCART Aust

11:00 - 11.20 Developing a 3D chronic wound model to replace current would healing
models for testing new wound healing therapies, in particular novel
pharmaceuticals
Professor Alastair Sloan and Dr Rachael Moses, University of Melbourne
11:20 - 11:40 Replacing animal models with human models to study neuronal
connectivity alterations in schizophrenia
Dr Maria Di Biase, Professor Alice Pebay, A/Professor Andrew Zalesky and
Dr Maciej Daniszewski, University of Melbourne
11.40 - 12.00 Assessing human kidney organoids as a replacement for mouse models of
renal fibrosis
Dr Alex Combes, Professor Nikolic-Paterson and Dr Julie Moreau, Monash
Biomedicine Discovery Institute, Monash University and Monash Medical Centre
12.00 - 12.30 Thinking outside the box: Studying behaviour without using animals
Dr Di Evans, RSPCA, Australia.
12:30 - 13:30 LUNCH
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Session Chair: Dr Arnja Dale, ANZCCART NZ

13:30 - 14:00 The benefits of rehoming animals from research
Ms Paula Wallace, Liberty Foundation Australia
14:00 - 14:30 Emulsified gels - An important refinement of oral administration of
treatments in animal studies
Dr Ben Albert, University of Auckland
14:30 - 15:00 At first I was afraid...or was I? How native Australian mammals respond
to predators?
Dr Meg Edwards, University of Southern Queensland
15:00 - 15:30 AFTERNOON TEA
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c o n t i n u e d

REVIEWING RESEARCH
Session Chair: Ms Cathy Pitkin, ANZCCART Aust

15:30 - 16:00
16:00 - 16:30
16:30 - 17:00
17:00 - 17:30

18:00 - 20:00

Identifying novel treatment targets for alcohol use disorder
Professor Andrew Lawrence, Florey Institute
Optimising Inhalation Research - Transitioning to human-relevant science
Natalie Anderson, Humane Research Australia
Performance Matters: an informed approach to strategic improvement
Dr Dana Briggs, Dana Briggs Consulting
Mice are ok but fish are not - Australian community attitudes towards use of
animals in research
Professor Rachel Ankeny
WELCOME FUNCTION
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ANIMAL ETHICS
Session Chair: Mr Ian Saldanha, ANZCCART NZ

09.00 - 09:30

09:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

Why should scientific research involving decapod
crustaceans require ethical review
Dr Tony Rowe, CSIRO
The role of dogs in advancing human health and science:
A brief history
Dr Bradley Smith. Central Queensland University
May the code be with you. Making challenging ethical
decisions easier
Dr Mandy Errington, EthiQualia
MORNING TEA

ETHICAL DILEMMAS
Session Chair: Dr David Mason, ANZCCART Aust

11:00 - 11:30
11:30 - 12:00

12:00 - 12:30
12:30 - 13:30

Closure of the Animal Resource Centre - the road ahead
Rachel Smith, Humane Research Australia
Using drones - is it always an animal ethics issue?
Dr Katrina Whitting, Queensland University of Technology
Ethics from a category D perspective
Margaret Tipper, ANZCCART AEC Winner 2021
LUNCH

MENTAL HEALTH
Session Chair: Dr Mike King, ANZCCART NZ

13:30 - 14:00

14:00 - 14:30

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 15:30

Sustainable Compassion and well-being in the animal
sciences TBC
Dr Rebekah Scotney, University of Queensland
Modelling Post-traumatic Stress Disorder in rodents - the
ethical challenges of meaningful models
Professor Sarah Spencer, RMIT
Resilience strategies for the prevention of compassion
fatigues
Paula Porter, TAFESA
AFTERNOON TEA

15:30 - 17.00

Break-out Session - Ethical Dilemmas
Groups in AEC Categories

19:00 - 20.00

CONFERENCE DINNER
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REFINEMENT
Session Chair: Professor Pat Cragg, ANZCCART NZ

0900 - 09:30

Low-impact technologies, citizen science and animal 'use'
in wildlife research
Dr Helen Waudby, DPIE
09:30 - 10:00 Identification of welfare indicators to inform decisionmaking at cetacean stranding events
Miss Rebecca Boys, Massey University
10:00 - 10:30 Working together for a Better Future
Tara Jackson, NZAVS and Dr Jodi Salinsky, University of
Auckland
10:30 - 11:00 MORNING TEA
ANIMAL WELFARE LEGISLATION PANEL
Q & A SESSION
Session Chair: Dr Mandy Paterson, ANZCCART Aust

11:00 - 11:45 Overview
Dr Jed Goodfellow
11:45 - 13:00 Legislation SA
Dr Toni Dalziel, DEW
Legislation QLD
Dr Robert Cassidy, DAF
Legislation NZ
Dr Arnja Dale, SPCA
Legislation Tasmania
Dr Sue Martin, DPIPWE
13:00 - 14:00 LUNCH
14:00 - 14:30 Openness
Dr Malcolm France (Aus)
Dr Jodi Salinsky (NZ)
14:30 - 14:45 ComPass Update
Professor Gail Anderson, ANZCCART
14:45 - 15:00 Conference 2023
Dr David Mason, ANZCCART

CLOSE OF CONFERENCE
Please note this is a draft programme and ANZCCART reserves the right to make any changes as required.

Dr. Maria Di Biase is an early career research fellow based at
Melbourne University. Her primary research objective is to
understand neurobiological factors that underpin schizophrenia and
psychosis. She embraces the grand challenges facing psychiatry
research including biological heterogeneity and the hunt for
clinically meaningful biomarkers. After honing her expertise in
neuroscience during two years of postdoctoral training at Harvard
Medical School (Boston, USA). Dr. Di Biase returned to Australia to
launch her own research program
dedicated to understanding developmental brain mechanisms in schizophrenia. She currently
holds an NHMRC Investigator Grant and heads the brain imaging stream of the North
American Prodrome Longitudinal Study (NAPLS).

Di graduated from Murdoch University in 1982 and has worked for
over 20 years in agriculture in various government roles as well as
small animal practice, private consultancy, animal research ethics
& tertiary education. Including the inaugural Animal Ethics Officer
at Murdoch University. She was also the Animal Welfare Officer
for the WA Department of Agriculture for several years and has
been a Category C member on multiple AECs. She completed a
Masters in 2000 on welfare standards in pet shops. In 2013, she
became the inaugural Animal Advocate for RSPCA South
Australia and since 2016 she has worked for RSPCA Australia as a senior scientific officer on
'Animals used in research and teaching' and 'Animals used for sport, entertainment, work and
recreation'. She completed her Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists
membership exams in animal welfare in 2008 and is the current president of the Animal Welfare
Chapter and immediate past Head Subject Examiner.

Paula Wallace is the founder and director of Liberty Foundation
Australia, a charity dedicated to rehoming animals from research
establishments. She is also a journalist and communicator who
founded the charity after many years writing about business
sustainability. She believes applying the principles of sustainability
to the management of animals in research has a benefit for all
involved. A more sustainable approach is one that provides
humane options for animals post-research and better aligns with
community and government expectations. Paula works with

research establishments and governments around Australia to provide pathways for animals
out of research and spends much of her time making presentations and educating people
about the benefits of rehoming.

Dr Ben Albert is Senior Research Fellow at the Liggins Institute,
University of Auckland and a Pediatric Endocrinologist at Starship
Children's Health. His research interests are in the metabolic
effects of omega-3 fatty acids and prevention of obesity and
obesity related disease. During his PhD he conducted a complex
rat-based study where fish oil was administered to pregnant rats
by gavage. He observed this caused stress to the animals, that he
found was both unacceptable to him from an animal welfare
perspective and could confound the aualitv of the science. He
delayed follow up studies, until he had developed a new gel-based vehicle that would retain the
benefits of gavage but was kinder, safer and less likely to confound results. He then used this
successfully in two large and complex animal studies. For this refinement he and his team were
awarded the John Schofield 3Rs award in 2020.

Dr Meg Edwards completed an undergraduate degree in
Wildlife Science at the University of Queensland, before
travelling to South Africa to spend six months in the bush
completing her Honours fieldwork. Since then, she has worked
as a wildlife demonstrator, educating the public on Australia's
wildlife and what we can do to protect them, as well as a
technician for a wildlife research centre. She completed her PhD
in 2020 on ways to improve mammalian reintroduction success,
and in 2021, started work as an Academic at the University of
Southern Queensland, where she is now a lecturer in Wildlife Management.

Professor Andrew Lawrence is a Senior Principal Research Fellow
& Division Head at the Florey Institute of Neuroscience & Mental
Health where he runs the Addiction Neuroscience laboratory.
Andrew has published over ~300 original articles & reviews, and
been cited >12,000 times (H index 58). Andrew was Treasurer of
the Australian Neuroscience Society (2002-2008) and is an
Honorary Fellow of the British Pharmacological Society. He was
Senior Editor of The British Journal of Pharmacology (2007-2014)
and is currently Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Neurochemistry
and a reviews editor with The British Journal of Pharmacology. Andrew was President of the
Asian-Pacific Society for Neurochemistry (2014-16) & is currently junior Vice President of the
International Society for Biomedical Research on Alcoholism. In 2017 Andrew delivered the
Lawrie Austin Plenary lecture at the Australasian Neuroscience Society annual meeting.

Natalie is a respiratory research scientist in Perth, Western
Australia, and Scientific Outreach Consultant with Humane
Research Australia, Melbourne. Her research interests are in
aerosol medicine, computational fluid dynamics, aerosol delivery,
the environmental impact of inhaled medicines and non-animal
research methods and models. She is in her final year of her PhD
at Curtin University of Technology, and Telethon Kids Institute,
studying medicinal aerosol delivery through artificial airways, and
e-cigarette aerosol to the lungs, using computational fluid
dynamics. She studied her Masters in Child Health Research at the University of Western
Australia, investigating inhaled corticosteroid lung deposition in teenagers with and without
using their spacer via a radiolabeled lung deposition study.
Dr Dana Briggs (she/her) is a regulatory compliance consultant
who specialises in animal ethics and animal care and use for
scientific purposes (also referred to as research, testing and
teaching). Dana helps organisations achieve their animal care and
use program goals by providing a wide range of consulting
services including independent review, process improvement and
risk management. Dana has a PhD in biomedical science and lived
experience in most of the roles involved in an animal care and use
program so is uniquely able to understand the distinct challenges
of the program as a whole and the perspectives of different stakeholder groups.

Mandy has deep expertise in animal ethics compliance, gained
from over 15 years working in government and industry. She is a
former category A (veterinary) member of five AEC’s and
Deputy AEC Chair. This familiarity with the challenges of AEC’s
has resulted in the development of a practical approach to
training AEC members in their responsibilities, supporting
efficient and compliant decisions. Mandy’s expertise is
underpinned by formal qualifications. She has a Bachelor of
Veterinary Science, with honours and is a Member of both the
Animal Welfare and Medicine and Management of Laboratory Animals Chapters, of the
Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists. Additionally, she has
completed a Monash University Law Postgraduate Unit in Regulatory Methods and is a
trained auditor. Mandy has recently established a consulting business, EthiQualia, providing
animal ethics compliance and training services with the aim of connecting organisations to a
culture of care.

Dr Bradley Smith works as a senior lecturer in psychology at
Central Queensland University (Adelaide campus). He combines
his background in comparative psychology and ethology with a
multidisciplinary approach to the study of animal behaviour and
human-animal interactions. Bradley is actively involved in captive
and field-based research covering the cognition, behaviour and
management of wild canids (with particular emphasis on the
Australian dingo), the human dimensions of wildlife, and the
intersection between humans and animals more broadly. He
currently serves as a category B member on the CQUniversity Animal Ethics Committee. Dr
Smith has over 90 publications (including 2 edited books, 16 book chapters, and 71 journal
articles). He is currently writing a book relating to the role of dogs in scientific
experimentation.

Paula Porter began work as an animal technician in 1999 at the
Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science. In 2006 she began
teaching at TAFESA delivering training for the Diploma of
Animal Technology. In 2015 she became coordinator of the
course. Paula has a Diploma in Positive Psychology and delivers
workshops for building resilience to combat compassion fatigue
to animal biomedical research facilities. She is also a meditation
teacher at the meditation studio ‘Zen Head’. Paula believes that
the wellbeing of workers in our industry is just as important as
the wellbeing of animals in our care.

Katrina is a registered veterinarian and has been the Animal
Welfare and Ethics Coordinator at Qld University of
Technology (QUT) for the past 4 years, where she regularly
reviews projects using drones. Katrina is keen to create more
awareness of the affect of drone use on animals, and how we
can reduce that impact. She was previously the vet at QUTs
Medical Engineering Research Facility (MERF) and also has a
background in human orthopaedic sales and research. When
not working, Katrina loves travelling, bushwalking and
spending time with her 4 kids and pet Cavoodle!

Prof Sarah Spencer is the Head of the Neuroendocrinology of
the Obese Brain Research Group, and the Deputy Leader of
the Neurodevelopment in Health and Disease Program at the
RMIT University School of Health & Biomedical Sciences. Since
obtaining her PhD in Physiology in 2004 from the University of
Queensland, she has been working as a neuroendocrinology
researcher focusing on the understanding of brain inflammation
in obesity and with other lifestyle challenges. She investigates
the neurological causes and consequences of poor diet in early
life; how this can lead to ongoing brain inflammation, and how this can impact cognitioin,
memory, and emotional processing. Prof Spencer has substantial expertise in the fields of
developmental, stress, and neuroimmune physiology, including over 100 research papers
showing how early life challenges, like poor diet, disrupt neuroimmune function and
revealing how metabolic hormones control stress and anxiety.

Miss Rebecca M Boys
PhD student- Cetacean Ecology Research Group; School of
Natural Sciences, Massey University Te Kunenga ki Pūrehuroa
Rebecca M Boys is a Commonwealth Scholar who joined
Massey University in March 2019. Her PhD investigates the
application of welfare science to cetacean strandings. Rebecca
was previously employed at the Institute of Marine Research
(IMAR) and Marine and Environmental Sciences Centre (MARE)
in the Azores and has a background in the ecology and
conservation of marine mammals. Rebecca is a current committee member of the Australia
and New Zealand Student Chapter of the Society of Marine Mammalogy. She was a council
member of the UK and Ireland Regional Student Chapter (2014-2015) and served on the
Education Committee (2019-2021) of the Society of Marine Mammalogy, as well as the
European Cetacean Society council (2016-2019). Prior to commencing her doctoral studies,
Rebecca graduated with a BSc Honours in Applied Marine Biology from Bangor University,
UK, where her honours thesis examined the fatal interactions between bottlenose dolphins
and harbour porpoises.

Tara Jackson (Kāti Māmoe) is the Executive Director for the
New Zealand Anti-Vivisection Society (NZAVS). NZAVS is an
NZ-based charity that works to end animal experimentation,
and the harmful use of animals in science in Aotearoa. Some
of the most well-known campaigns that NZAVS have been a
part of are the campaigns that successfully banned the
testing of cosmetics on animals in New Zealand and prevented
legal highs from being tested on animals in New Zealand.
Tara holds a Bachelor of Science in Zoology and has a strong
passion for animal rights, human rights, and environmental protection. She has worked for
NZAVS since 2015 and over that time the strategy that the charity follows to create change
for animals used in science has evolved significantly. Collaboration and focusing on shared,
common goals are now key elements of the work that NZAVS carries out.

Dr Jodi Salinsky is a veterinarian and educator who has worked
in animal health, welfare, education and communication
capacities with various government departments, zoos, academic
institutions, animal welfare agencies and other organisations in
NZ, the Cook Islands and the USA for 25+ years. As a trained
zoo and wildlife veterinarian, she is especially interested in the
welfare of wild animals used in research. She is also passionate
about openness in animal research and recently Chaired the
ANZCCART (New Zealand) established Working Group that
developed the New Zealand Openness Agreement on Animal Research and Teaching,
launched July 2021. She sits on several committees related to laboratory animal health and
welfare and has been the Animal Welfare Officer at the University of Auckland since 2016.
She works to improve all aspects of animal based research, including advancing the 3Rs
(Replacement-Reduction-Refinement), enhancing open communication, and enabling robust
and reproducible research outcomes.

Alastair Sloan is a translational bioscientist with research
interests in regenerative biology, targeted drug delivery and
development of 3D organotypic culture systems. He is Professor
of Tissue Engineering and Dental Biology and Head of School at
Melbourne Dental School, University of Melbourne. Alastair
joined the University to take up the role of Head of School in
January 2020 following a 20-year academic career in the UK
where, latterly he was Head of School of the School of Dentistry,
Cardiff University and prior to that, Director, Cardiff Institute of
Tissue Engineering and Repair. He has published over 90 peer reviewed research articles and
has held over $10M in external competitive research funding, including from the MRC,
EPSRC, NC3Rs and industry.

Tony Rowe is a veterinarian and animal welfare officer at CSIRO. He has a PhD in
immunology and is a member by examination of the Chapter of Medicine and Management of
Laboratory Animals of the Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists
(MANZCVS). Previously he was the manager of an animal facility which held mice, rats and
rabbits and was a researcher working in areas such as toxicology, oncology and
parasitology.

Dr Alexander Combes is head of the Development and Disease
laboratory at the Monash Biomedicine Discovery Institute,
Monash University, and serves as Scientific Director of the
Monash Genome Modification Platform. His research focusses on
whether stem cell-derived human kidney tissue can model aspects
of chronic kidney disease, which affects over 850 million people
world-wide.

Malcolm France is a consultant veterinarian working in the care
and management of laboratory animals. He has a PhD in
veterinary pathology and has served as the director of animal
facilities at two of Australia’s Group of Eight universities. Other
appointments have included chair of two Animal Ethics
Committees, reviewer for the international journal Laboratory
Animals, ad hoc site visitor for AAALAC International, inaugural
President, Registrar and Public Officer of ANZLAA, and
secretary of the ANZCVS laboratory animal chapter.

Rachel was appointed CEO of Humane Research Australia in
September 2020. She has been committed to various animal
welfare causes since a young age. During her career has worked
for NGOs in the animal welfare and conservation fields, in Europe,
Asia and Australia, as well as employment in the community sector
for local, state and federal Government. She holds a MSc in
Animal Welfare Science, Ethics and Law.

Dr Helen P. Waudby is a Conservation Biologist working on
threatened species for the Department of Planning and
Environment and an Adjunct Research Fellow with Charles Sturt
University. Helen has been immersed in the natural world since she
was a child growing up in the deserts of Central Australia, and has
worked on taxa ranging from small desert-dwelling mammals like
dunnarts and Ningaui, to wallabies, frogs, and arboreal mammals.
She has worked as a field biologist for nearly 20 years with a
strong focus on refining field-based methods to reduce impacts on study animals, in that time.
She is an editor of the recently published ‘Wildlife Research in Australia: Practical and Applied
Methods’.

Gail graduated from Melbourne Uni and then headed off to
Canada where she spent 22 years between Ontario Vet College
(MSc, surgery specialist training and credentials through the
ACVS), Toronto (PhD) and Dalhousie University on staff in the
Medical school. She was Chair of SA Surgery at UQ when headhunted to be the inaugural dean of the vet school in Adelaide. She
also helped establish the Uni Surrey vet school in Guildford, UK as
Head of Education. Gail has also been in private practice as a
referral surgeon in Canada and Australia and affiliated with Noel
Fitzpatrick’s Bionic vet practice in Godalming, UK. She has always
been on Animal Ethics Committees wherever she has worked and most recently has been a
University Veterinarian/Animal Welfare Officer at Uni Adelaide. Currently she is the Project
Leader for the Compass training project with ANZCCART. Gail is a CCRP (canine rehab
therapist) and a passionate owner of retrievers - both Labs and Goldies. She also works as a
specialist veterinary surgeon for Animal Orthopaedics in Christchurch, New Zealand and acts a
tutor for the physiotherapy team at Animal Physiotherapy, NZ.

Dr Jed Goodfellow BA/LLB (Hons), GDLP, PhD is the Co-founder
and Director, Policy and Government relations at the Australian
Alliance for Animals. He has over 20 years experience in animal
welfare law, policy, and advocacy, having previously worked in
senior policy, prosecutorial, and enforcement roles with the RSPCA
across Australia. Jed has represented animals in courtrooms,
parliamentary inquiries, standard setting forums, and regularly in
the media. Jed developed Macquarie University’s
Animal Law unit in 2012 and has taught the course annually for the past 10 years. In 2015, he
was awarded a PhD in animal welfare regulation. His research examined the role of
departments of agriculture in regulating animal welfare and provided an empirical and
analytical basis for law reform proposals to establish new animal welfare governance models in
Australia.

Margaret Tipper has worked in the community sector for over 30
years, after initially working in the corporate sector. Her
experience in the community sector has been in the Western
Sydney area with a large charity as its Executive Officer; Manager
of a Sub Regional Peak community organisation and most recently,
as the Executive Officer of WESTIR Limited, a not for profit
community organisation that provides enhanced and equitable
access to social research and data for people and organisations.
Margaret is passionate about the work that neighbourhood centres
and sector development organisations do everyday in communities.
The importance of this work, often as the initial point of contact
with the community, cannot be understated. She is presently Chairperson of the Local Community
Services Association, which is the NSW Peak Body for neighbourhood Centres
Margaret’s undergraduate degree was a Bachelor of Business in Personnel and Industrial
Relations and she has a Graduate Diploma and a Masters of Community Management. She holds
memberships with a number of professional associations. Outside of work Margaret sits on a
number of community boards and university advisory committees. One of these is on the ACEC
Children's Medical Research Institute as a Category D Member. (Until recently this ACEC was
merged with the Childrens Hospital Westmead.) Margaret has been a Category D Member for
over 20 years on this Committee and was awarded the Australian ANZCART Member of the Year
in 2021."

Rebekah graduated from The University of Queensland Gatton
Campus in 1993, taking her first position within the School of
Veterinary Science shortly thereafter. Rebekah has a strong
background in animal husbandry and welfare, behaviour, and
ethics with more than 25 years’ experience in varied animal and
veterinary research and teaching paradigms. Following 18 years as
Manager of the Clinical Studies Centre within the School of
Veterinary Science, Rebekah was appointed Director from 2013 –
2018, concurrently she held the position of Academic Program
Coordinator for the Bachelor of Veterinary Technology degree at
UQ (2013 - 2019). Rebekah teaches primarily into the BVetTech and
BVSc programs at UQ but also contributes to several other animalrelated programs at UQ Gatton Campus. She has a passion for
teaching, and a commitment to instil a desire in all studetns to
embrace life-long learning.
Rebekah is a passionate researcher and educator specialising in the psychology of human –
animal relationships. Having lived experience of occupational trauma and compassion fatigue,
Rebekah presents extensively in this subject area as well as in psychological wellbeing and
emotional intelligence. Rebekah also provides thought-provoking seminars and workshops within
all sectors of animal-related industries and occupations.
Rebekah is highly regarded in her field, particularly for her leadership and mentoring expertise.

